Aims and Scope: Mechanisms of Development is an international journal whose purpose is to communicate contemporary studies in developmental biology with special emphasis on the characterization of molecular mechanisms underlying developmental processes in either vertebrates or invertebrates. Areas of particular interest include embryogenesis, pattern formation, cell determination and differentiation, specification of tissue type, targeted disruptions of developmental control genes, the roles of transcription factor in development, regulatory hierarchies of gene expression, cell-cell communication and signal transduction in development, as well as post-transcriptional controls of developmental processes such as regulated splicing and protein modification. Such a focus should provide a unique forum for comparing and contrasting strategies of development among a wide spectrum of organisms. The Editors are strongly committed to establishing the highest standards of quality and scientific merit, and guarantee rapid communication of important contributions. Colour illustrations will be reproduced free of charge to the authors. Mechanisms of Development has a separate section for the publication of ''cloning and expression'' papers and reports of the results of molecular/gene expression screens, Gene Expression Patterns. Cover photo: In this issue (page 975), Guzman et al. describe the cell behaviours associated with formation of the isthmus (midbrain/hindbrain boundary) in the zebrafish, and a requirement for a laminin-dependent basal cell constriction. The cover picture shows the isthmic region of a wild-type fish, with nuclei stained red and laminin in green.
